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June 17, 2022

Date | time 6/25/2022 9:00 AM Location Tiny’s Restaurant Payson AZ

June 25 Meeting Program: (No Meeting or Newsletter in July—FYI) Short Information and Learning
Stations on a variety of topics: Fly Rods and Reels by Gary Bedsworth; Vests, Lanyards and Gadgets by Jim
Strogen and Ric Hinkie; Tenkara Rods by John Green; Fly Tying by Mike Arnold; and Knots by Deems Davis.
We will rotate groups to each station. Let’s all learn more about Flyfishing in June. Bring your questions and
your expertise to add to the discussion.
Please join us at Tiny's Restaurant at 9 am on Saturday, June 25.
Many of us arrive about 8:15 for coffee or breakfast and to talk about recent fishing trips before the meeting.
We hope that you will join us. We meet at Tiny’s Restaurant in one of the back meeting rooms. Many members
arrive about 8:15 to order breakfast or coffee and talk about their latest fishing trip before the meeting. We hope
you can join us.

Here's the Newest Logo (sample hats and shirts coming) Focus is on TU Chapter 530
On the left is the new logo using the fine art version of an Apache Trout
and the switch to “I Support Native Trout” with the Trout Unlimited
Chapter 530 focus. The new pin is on order and is pictured below. It is
the same size as the first one and will hopefully appeal to other clubs as
did the first one for a wider group of donators. We will put it on the
website as before, asking for a $25 donation.

Raffle News: Gift Cards Now Included
Your Emperor has been collecting donations of Gift
Cards. So far, Tiny’s and the Humane Society have
contributed $25 gift cards. These added raffle prizes will
dramatically enhance our monthly meetings.
If you know of an establishment that might donate a gift card, let me know. Also, if you, would
like to buy at gift at Home Depot, Chili’s, McDonald’s or any others, and donate it to our raffle
treasurer chest, that will be appreciated. Raffles are a great fund-raising tool for us.

Joe Miller to Be Inducted into the Arizona
Outdoor Hall of Fame
Joe Miller recently got a phone call from AZGFD Director
Ty Gray to inform him that he will be inducted into the
Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame this August.
This award for Joe is incredibly well-deserved. Besides his
leadership to our Chapter and Club, Joe has served in a
number of roles to help promote cold, clean water in healthy
ecosystems in Arizona. We all know of and appreciate his
dogged determination to be sure that protection of the waters
in the National Forests was a key component of the 4FRI
effort.
Joe also served as the Technical Work Group
representative on the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive
Management Program to provide the recreational fishing
perspective in this program that includes impacts of
management decisions on the rainbow trout fishery at Lees
Ferry.
He has been actively engaged in the behind the scenes
work to provide protections and habitat improvements for
our native Apache and Gila trout.
Joe has been a vital organizer, fundraiser and participant
for projects important here in Rim Country such as our
support of the Gila trout propagation program at Canyon
Creek Hatchery, Tonto Creek Hatchery Apache trout work,
and stream improvement efforts on the East Verde and
Upper East Verde. He has been involved in similar efforts to
help improve habitat on other Rim Country streams such as
Haigler and Canyon Creek.
Joe Miller checking to be sure data will be
able to be recovered from a temperature
monitor installed on Woods Canyon Creek.
Another aspect of Joe’s leadership has been his
effective communication at a number of levels about
the conservation needs, and the collaborations he has
developed over the years to accomplish
improvements. Besides his longstanding
representation on the 4FRI Stakeholders’ Group, Joe
has made strong connections with a number of folks
in AZGFD and other agencies to advocate for and
deliver needed conservation work. His leadership to
Joe Miller, John Green, and Curt Gill (AZGFD)
engage the town of Payson, SRP, and others to
planting willow saplings on the East Verde River
become more involved about addressing the dangers
posed by inaction in our forests has made a huge difference toward protection of the forests and our town.
Joe and Kay will be moving to Portland, OR later this month. They will be within ten minutes of their
daughter, which is wonderful for them; but we will dearly miss them.
Thank you, Joe for all that you have done for PFC/GTTU, our forests, waters and town, and congratulations
on your induction into the Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame.

Tom Herman and Gary Bedsworth Supported the Central Arizona Humane
Society at their Special Community Event June 11
Our partner in the semi-annual fishing sale invited us to be with them for this
event promoting the Humane Society and Gary worked with them and got the
Emperor to join him in casting demonstrations and general conversations with
local residents.

Tonto Creek Hatchery
Story and Photos by Jim Strogen
You may have read my recent article on Tonto Creek Hatchery (TCH) in the Roundup
https://www.paysonroundup.com/news/payson/what-s-hatching-at-the-hatchery/article_3e841006-40ec5546-b9af-3b311bbe1b2a.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share that
notes the great work being done by the TCH staff with brook trout, tiger trout, and Apache Trout in addition to
their ongoing production of 250,000 rainbow trout each year.
You are also probably aware of our efforts to support the Gila trout propagation program at Canyon Creek
Hatchery but may not know that we are hoping to increase our support of Apache trout production at TCH.
While the benefits of supporting Gila trout production are immediately clear as these fish are stocked in Rim
Country waters, Apache trout are destined for White Mountains waters. I personally love caching Apache trout
in Silver Creek, the Little Colorado River near Greer, and other White Mountain recreationally stocked waters.
The availability of Apache trout for stocking has unfortunately been a bit unpredictable.
It seems that Apache trout eggs and fry are extremely vulnerable to bacterial pathogens in the water. Each
year TCH gets a batch of eggs from the Williams Creek National Fish Hatchery on the White Mountain Apache
Reservation in the White Mountains.
Williams Creek Hatchery sometimes struggles with production of these
fragile eggs and fry and has taken notice of the work being done by
Bryce Sisson TCH Manager, and his staff. Bryce added four ultraviolet
light filters to his water delivery system that brings water from the spring
source that feeds Tonto Creek to his Apache trout in an effort to reduce
the pathogens in the water.
These two photos
show the four
(black) ultraviolet
filters and plumbing
that provide water
to the indoor tanks
where young
Apache trout are
being raised at
Tonto Creek
Hatchery. The extra
filtration has really
helped to minimize
pathogens in the water that is delivered to the Apache trout as eggs and as
fry when they are most vulnerable to disease.

TCH needs an additional four filtration systems to provide constant filtration for all of their young Apache
trout. We can help them fund this! Our new pins and other fundraising tools can make a huge difference.

PFC/GTTU efforts helped with the initial purchase of that equipment, as well as some additional
improvements to their dissolved oxygen delivery system. Tonto Creek Hatchery would like to increase the
number of indoor raceways that would benefit from this extra filtering protection from four to eight.
When stocking of Apache trout is not possible at Silver Creek due to poor egg production, I miss the
opportunity to catch our state fish. I am proud that the support of our members for these programs results in the
opportunity for so many anglers in Arizona to catch a trout native to our state.
AZGFD truly appreciates the support that our Chapter/Club has
provided to the recreational stocking programs of Gila and Apache
trout at Canyon Creek and Tonto Creek Hatcheries.
Both hatcheries are again open after Covid-19 closures. While it is
somewhat of a chore to get to Canyon Creek Hatchery on dirt roads,
Tonto Creek Hatchery is easy to get to. I take grandkids and out of
town friends and family there often. After seeing the raceways full of
trout, and especially after feeding the giant trout in the Display Pond,
they are always motivated to go fishing. Be sure to take extra quarters
along with you for trout pellets to feed the Display Pond fish. TCH is
open from 7:30-3:30 every day
The Display Pond has giant trout in it that are fun to feed. Some of
the fish in this Display Pond are stocked into Silver Creek for the
Catch and Release season. There are trout in the pond in excess of
seven pounds.

2022 Calendar of Events
Event
Parent/Child Grandparent/Grandchild
Fly Fishing Class
PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Club
Meeting

Venue

Date

Green Valley Lake

June 18, 2022

Tiny’s Restaurant

June 25, 2022

Adult Fly Fishing Class

Green Valley Park

August 13, 2022

PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Club
Meeting
PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Club
Meeting
Central Arizona Humane Society

Tiny’s Restaurant

August 27, 2022

Tiny’s Restaurant

September 24, 2022

Central Arizona Humane Society
Green Valley Park

TBD

Adult Fly Fishing Class

Register
in
www.paysonparks.com)

PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Club
Meeting
Project Healing Waters
PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Club
Meeting
PFC TU Gila Chapter 530 Christmas
Party

Tiny’s Restaurant

October 29, 2022

Green Valley Lake

TBD

Tiny’s Restaurant

November 19, 2022

TBD

TBD

Register in advance at www.paysonparks.com

advance

at

October 22, 2022

